
​Singer Songwriter Competition 2026​
​Judging Guidelines​

​Hosted by The Basement Door in association with Richmond Civic Pride Fund​

​Performance Requirements​
​Each artist will perform​​three songs​​:​

​1.​ ​Song 1:​​One original​​or​​cover song of their choice.​
​2.​ ​Song 2:​​One cover song.​
​3.​ ​Song 3:​​One original song.​

​Artists must attend scheduled soundchecks, adhere to their allocated​
​performance times, and maintain professional conduct throughout the event.​

​Scoring Overview​
​Judges will score each song separately.​

​Song 1 – Opening Performance​
​The first song may be either an original or a cover song.​

​This performance will receive a general score and written feedback from the​
​judging panel. The score​​will not contribute towards either competition​
​prize​​.​

​However, should two or more artists finish with identical scores in either the​
​Best Cover Performance​​or​​Best Original Song​​categories, the Song 1 score​
​will be used as the deciding factor.​



​Song 2 – Best Cover Performance​

​Criteria​ ​Points​

​Technical & Vocal Performance​ ​30​

​Performance & Audience Engagement​ ​30​

​Interpretation & Artistic Expression​ ​20​

​Preparation & Professionalism​ ​20​

​Total​ ​100​

​Song 3 – Best Original Song​

​Criteria​ ​Points​

​Songwriting & Composition​ ​30​

​Technical & Vocal Performance​ ​25​

​Performance & Audience Engagement​ ​25​

​Originality & Artistic Identity​ ​20​

​Total​ ​100​



​Judging Criteria Explained​
​Song 2 – Best Cover Performance​

​Technical & Vocal Performance (30 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Vocal ability, control and confidence.​
​●​ ​Musical accuracy, timing and tuning.​
​●​ ​Instrumental ability (where applicable).​
​●​ ​Overall quality of the musical performance.​

​Performance & Audience Engagement (30 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Stage presence and confidence.​
​●​ ​Connection with the audience.​
​●​ ​Communication of emotion and personality.​
​●​ ​Overall entertainment value.​

​Judges should assess the performer's ability to engage the audience, not the size​
​of the audience response.​

​Interpretation & Artistic Expression (20 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Demonstrates an understanding of the original song.​
​●​ ​Adds individuality and personal style.​
​●​ ​Appropriate emotional delivery.​
​●​ ​Creative interpretation while respecting the essence of the original work.​

​Preparation & Professionalism (20 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Evidence of rehearsal and preparation.​
​●​ ​Appropriate song choice.​
​●​ ​Effective use of the allocated performance time.​
​●​ ​Professional conduct throughout the performance.​

​Song 3 – Best Original Song​

​Songwriting & Composition (30 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​



​●​ ​Strength and quality of lyrics.​
​●​ ​Melody and musical structure.​
​●​ ​Composition and arrangement.​
​●​ ​Emotional impact and storytelling.​

​Technical & Vocal Performance (25 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Vocal ability and control.​
​●​ ​Instrumental ability (where applicable).​
​●​ ​Timing, tuning and musical accuracy.​
​●​ ​Overall execution of the performance.​

​Performance & Audience Engagement (25 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Stage presence and confidence.​
​●​ ​Ability to connect with the audience.​
​●​ ​Communication of the song's emotion and message.​
​●​ ​Overall live performance.​

​Originality & Artistic Identity (20 Points)​

​Judges should consider:​

​●​ ​Uniqueness of the composition.​
​●​ ​Distinctive songwriting voice.​
​●​ ​Creativity in lyrics, melody and arrangement.​
​●​ ​Authenticity and artistic identity.​

​Penalties & Deductions​
​The following deductions may be applied after scoring where appropriate:​

​Infraction​ ​Deduction​

​Late to scheduled soundcheck​ ​–5 points​

​Setup delay impacting the event schedule​ ​–5 points​



​Exceeding allocated performance time​ ​–5 to –10 points​

​Offensive, abusive or inappropriate behaviour​ ​–10 points or disqualification​

​The Event Director and judging panel reserve the right to disqualify any​
​performer whose behaviour brings the competition or The Basement Door into​
​disrepute.​

​All judging decisions are final.​


